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Adriana Osorio Lugo
Adriana moved to the U.S. to study English, but later pursued fashion design at Savannah College of Art and Design, where she earned a BFA in fashion. She is a designer whose inspiration is sparked by visual curiosity, abstract illusions and natural forms. With a fall collection completely inspired by ropes, Adriana’s passion for ropes came mainly from the use of them and in the way she could play with them by destroying and constructing each of her fabrics for her garments.  Adriana’s collection was selected by Elle magazine to show at New York Fashion Week 2011 in Lincoln Center and at the Emerge Fashion Show. 
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Alicia Estrada
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Alicia Estrada is the CEO, founder and designer for Stop Staring! Designs Inc. Inspired by starlets like Audrey Hepburn, Grace Kelly and the 1940s and 1950s film noir, Alicia’s pieces capture the silver screen era, where women’s gracefulness, glamour and ultimately classy style flourished. Stop Staring! dresses are timeless and classic, with a touch of sex appeal. Her pieces have attracted the eyes of Hollywood’s A-list celebrities like Paris Hilton, Kim Kardashian and Zooey Deschannel.  Alicia’s unique talent and perseverance have featured her as a guest speaker at the annual “Adelante Mujer Latina Conference” and the Annual Latinas Light the Way Leadership Event, where she motivated young Latinas to follow their dreams. 
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Borris Powell
Borris Powell is the 2011 winner of the prestigious Oscars Designer Challenge, but his love of fashion started much earlier. Since childhood, Borris has had a keen eye for fashion and later moved to Chicago to start his fashion design career.  Using surprising textures and classic colors, Borris has a way of designing clothes that complements the female form but still maintains a luxury aesthetic. He has traveled to Milan, Paris, Amsterdam and Shanghai to find a global sense of the best looks for the female body. With his signature gowns, ready-to-wear clothes and resort collections, Borris has mastered the female silhouette, making his designs perfect for any occasion. 
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Claudia Arce

Claudia Arce’s interest in fashion started at age nine when she began making clothes for her dolls. At 20 years old, she presented her first collection of fashion for young adults, with which she achieved great success and acceptance.  After working in the top capitals of fashion, Claudia opened her boutique in the distinguished district of Recoleta, a favorite of Argentine high society. In 2001, Claudia presented her collections abroad, where she has been met with great success. Simplicity, elegance and excellent taste are the characteristics that distinguish her and make her designs unique.
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GOCA 

GOCA is a women’s luxury clothing label that emphasizes the importance of duality. Founded by Gordana Rasic with the help of Omar Villalobos, each of the collections focuses on an obscure truth and attempts to bring that obscurity into clarity. The overall focus of the label is to open the audience to the idea that perception is reality, that not everything has a solidified perspective, but that all goods may also be evils and that all truths may even be lies.
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Jorge Pérez de la Habana
Jorge Pérez de la Habana has spent over 20 years in the fashion industry and is now an acclaimed wedding gown and red carpet designer who defines his collections as “modern day classics.” Inspired by his grandmother, a talented Havana gown designer, Jorge instills her passion and creativity into his designs.  Known for his wedding dresses, Jorge will be unveiling his new Quinceañera collection during the 2011 Latino Fashion Week. This new line features gowns handcrafted of sumptuous materials, adorned with luxurious embellishments. Like all of his designs, Jorge wants his dresses to leave an unforgettable impression. 
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Juan Cotes

A graduate of the School of High Design of Chavónin fine arts and illustration as well as fashion design, Juan Cotes was awarded a full scholarship to the Parsons New School for Design in New York. He later returned to the Dominican Republic and now works alongside the distinguished Hipólito Peña. Last year, he presented his collection Monarca (monarch) in the Dominican Republic’s fashion week and has dressed national and international celebrities including top Mexican model Julissa Bermúdez and 2001 Miss Universe, Denise Quiñones.

[image: image13.jpg]


Designers
[image: image14.png]


Leonel Lirio
At the age of 16, Leonel Lirio made his debut in the world of fashion. Leonel is known for his participation in the production “We are a Town that Sings” and as a wardrobe assistant for Charityn Goico. He is now a star in his own right and has been the preferred red carpet designer for the Casandra Awards for the past 14 years. His designs can be seen in beauty pageants and on famous Dominican Republic personalities including Milly Quezada, Johnny Ventura and Mariasela Alvarez.
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Paco Mayorga 

With a degree in fashion design, Paco Mayorga graduated from Sistema Denede Fashion College in Mexico City in 1984. At age 27, he was the only designer from Chiapas to present his own collection independently at a November 2009 show in Salomon Gonzalez Blanco Park.  In 2010, Paco was the designer for the Mexican soap opera, “Mi Pecado,” where he dressed actress Mayte Perroni. His designs have been showcased in state and national magazines including Kena, Nupcias and the newspaper El Universal among others. Paco is also a member of Fashion Group International of Mexico City.  Address: Calle Hule No. 17 Col. Jardines de Tuxtla, Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas, Mexico Zip 29020, Tel: (52) 961 6150625.
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Ritu Boorgu
When Ritu Boorgu first started her fashion career in 2001, she only possessed her passion and a degree in textile designing.  She attended a handful of private shows and events to showcase her designs and created designs for family and friends. Today, this Mumbai, India-native caters to clients all over the world and is a part of various South Asian fashion and bridal shows held across the United States. In 2009, she launched Charisma Studio, an upscale chic boutique in Chicago, making her designs popular among clients ever since. 

[image: image17.png]&op \Sytariny./




[image: image18.jpg]BORRIspowell



Designers
[image: image19.jpg]


[image: image20.png]


Zoë Damacela
Zoë Damacela is the true rags-to-riches story. While living in a homeless shelter with her single mother, Zoe taught herself to sew. As she grew older, Zoë’s passion and determination for a better life also grew. She began designing and selling clothes in her college dorm room and created a website, zoedamacela.com. Starting with one simple dress, Zoë unleashed an entire empire of custom-made dresses for wedding, proms and quinceañeras. This up-and-coming fashion designer has been featured on Oprah’s website, C-Span, “The Tyra Banks Show,” and the October 2011 issue of Seventeen magazine. Not allowing fame to go to her head, Zoë continues to donate clothing to homeless shelters and charity fashion shows. 
Karol Barrero 
Coming soon. 

Karol Barrero 
Coming soon. 

Jacqueline Amezcua 
Coming soon.
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“Haj” Gueye 
Elhadi M. Gueye, known to the fashion world as Haj, is a fourth generation custom designer and tailor providing exclusive custom attire to the very affluent and most demanding clientele. Born in Senegal, Haj began his career in Europe under the instruction of his father, Barra Fama Gueye, who designed and tailored fine apparel for French and West African aristocracy. During his tenure in Paris, Haj was the recipient of the “Young Designer of the Year” award for three consecutive years. 

Upon moving to Chicago, Haj began his career as an exclusive designer and tailor for the fashion elite. Haj Designs, Inc., founded and run by him, currently boasts of high profile clientele of professional athletes, comedians, actors, politicians and more alike. With a ready to wear line, designer boutique and internet store currently in the works, Haj Designs, Inc. is targeted to be not only the next designer brand but more likely the latest fashion empire. 
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